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I want to order a fish soup… 
a dish with both vegetables 
and meat… but I am allergic 
to chicken...The menu looks 
so complicated...



Get some hints!



Hey! You look so confused. Let me 
tell you something about Chinese 
characters. Hope it will help!



Chinese is a morphological language, but English is 
a phonetic language. We use 26 English letters to 
form English words with different meanings, but 
Chinese characters have multiple specific writing 
structures. Some parts of the characters have 
special meanings. Maybe you can observe some 
parts of the Chinese characters and guess the 
meaning of the word!



I have heard people say that in Chinese 
characters, this part “ 氵”represents 
the meaning of “water”. Like in the 
character “河”, it has this part, so it 
means “river”. Most of the characters 
that include this part refer to liquids. 



You may have already noticed how to write 
vegetables in Chinese, do you know why? 
This part “艹“ in Chinese characters means 
“grass”, so many words that represent 
vegetables include this part !



Also! If you want to find the words 
represent chicken or duck, remember 
to find this part “鸟”, which means 
birds in Chinese.



xxxx 鱼



xxxx 虾




